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state is a working compromise, usually very painfully achieved
as the result of a long historical process, between the claims of
race, the needs of government, and the facts of geography and
economics. Precisely because it is a delicate and subtle com-
promise, the western nation-state has a right to be treated as
sacrosanct, and, precisely because it represents a working
balance offerees, any attempt to deny freedom of choice to its
citizens in the matter of government is, ex hypothesi, not an
attempt to establish order but an attempt for selfish and sec-
tional ends to overthrow it. The tragedy of the last fifty years
has been that the ascendant liberalism of the western world has
dealt with its Asiatic problems on the assumption that the
peoples of Asia (and, for that matter, the indigenous peoples of
Africa) are at the same stage in the historical process as the
nation-states of Western Europe. It is not true.

All the necessary compromises have still to be worked out in
Asia and central Africa, and by removing the chief force making
for peace, progress, and order in Asia we have not speeded
up but vastly delayed the slow progress of the Asiatic peoples
towards nationhood. This point requires far more careful
study than it is to-day receiving, because our weakness in Asia
has been primarily due to honourable but utterly mistaken
doubts as to our right to be there at all. Perhaps the Malayan
situation may serve the British, as the Korean situation may
serve the United States, at the eleventh hour, as an object
lesson, because even the most purblind must see that if we
abandon Malaya, we shall be giving it up not to the Malays
but to Chinese immigrants who arrived there long after we
did ourselves, and without even the sentimental justification
of the Jewish immigrants into Palestine that they were returning
to what had been their home two thousand years ago.

The logic of events, if not the logic of facts, has at last begun
to produce a change in the public opinion of the United States,
but it is only a beginning. There is still an irrational belief
that the mere declaration of a juridical status can create a
nation overnight and that such a creation will acquire over-
night the energies necessary to its progress. Challenged to
rationalize this peculiar belief, the American Liberal replies that
everything must begin somewhere. Because the great power